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 Kim Greene, left, presents 
Cindy Tomashek with the 
American Hosta Society’s 
President’s Wall Award. 

President’s Letter 
Happy Fall Everyone!   

What a wonderful fall we have had.  The rains seem to come at just 
the right time, and the weather is fantastic for being outside whether 
it be for planting new plants, transplanting, digging plants to hold and 
donate to our annual plant sale or doing garden cleanup.  Let’s hope 
this holds for another month or so.  

Election of officers was held at the October meeting.  I would like to 
welcome the following new people to the board: Deanna Nash (1st VP 
of Tours), Genella Mussell (3rd VP Membership/Promotions), and 
Kathy Rustad (Hostatality Director).  I would also like to thank Larry 
Schmidt and Carrie Schroeder for continuing on in their terms as 
Treasurer and Membership Fundraisers Director.  

(Continued, Page 10) 

 

 

SOGHS 2014 Officers 
President - Kim Greene  kkgreene@gmail.com 
1st Vice President/Garden Tours – Deanna 
Nash – mamasaninrst@aol.com 
2nd Vice president/Programs/Education -Kris 
Hust dkhust@gmail.com 
 3rd Vice President/Membership/Promotions-
Genella Mussell  
mayflower987kr@hotmail.com 
 Secretary/Historian-Linda Brech 
mnbrech@charter.net 
 Treasurer- Larry Schmidt pjalar01@gmail.com 
 Plant Sale - OPEN 
 Hospitality –Kathy Rustad  
kdrustad@gmail.com 
 Member Fundraising -Carrie 
SchroederSchroederCarrie@mayo.edu 
Webmaster–DaveCocker 
Djspaniel@hotmail.com 
Newsletter- Mary Lanier mdlanier@charter.net 
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The American Hosta Society (AHS) has a very special award called the President’s Wall Award.  
The goal of this award is to recognize outstanding service at the local and/or regional level.  The 
really cool thing about this award is that the recipients are chosen by the members of each hosta 
society.  In 2012, I had the honor of presenting this award to both Dave and Denice Cocker.  The 
board of directors decided not to collect nominations in 2013 in keeping with the idea that this 
should not be an annual award but rather should be issued occasionally as an extraordinary award 
for distinguished service to our hosta society.  A number of other hosta societies did the same.  
This year we opened up nominations again and a number of them came in. Thank you! 

The board reviewed the nominations and counted the ballots to determine who was to receive the 
AHS President’s Wall Award this year.  I had the privilege of presenting this award to Cindy 
Tomashek at the October meeting.  When submitting nominations, people are asked to provide 
details on why they have nominated a specific person.  I would like to share a sample of the 
nominations that came in for Cindy, so you can see just how much she has done for the 
organization.   

“Cindy Tomashek was the driving force behind organizing SOGHS. 
It is fair to say that SOGHS would not be here if not for Cindy 
Tomashek. Years before we organized, Cindy was talking to other 
hosta societies to see how they started and getting their advice. 
Locally, she recruited a number of other hosta enthusiasts to start a 
society. She assembled a number of other people to help and guided 
us through the organizational effort. This required many hours, 
much patience and a lot of time on the phone and personal contact. 
But, in the end, it was her efforts that started everything and her 
tireless work the first few years that got SOGHS going.” 

“Through the first years she served as president and advisor and 
supporter to many of the other leadership positions. Cindy either 
organized or aided and attended all activities: Coffee n Catalogues, 
hosta sale, tours, workshops, meetings, etc. When no one else would 
step up to do something, Cindy would. She has offered her garden 
and home for the annual spring kick-off tour and workshops. She has 
hosted other workshops throughout the years. She has organized and 
sponsored the Founder’s Day at her Preston gardens since the 
beginning as well as offering a wonderful hosta dig in her gardens to 
a lucky member each year.” 

“Cindy has also had a strong outreach to the local community. She 
led and stewarded a landscaping and maintenance project with a 
local “Hope House”, a residence for long-term Mayo Clinic patients. 
She worked with the Community College Horticulture Program to 
develop, plant, and replant the “SMART garden” which features a 
hosta garden. She has spoken to other gardening groups and makes 
herself very available to spread the hosta gospel. Cindy definitely 
deserves to be ‘on the wall’.” 

Congratulations, Cindy!           Article by Kim Greene 

Cindy Tomashek Receives AHS President’s Award 

 

A Note of Thanks 
From Cindy 

Dear SOGHS Members, 

Thank you for honoring me as 
your nominee for the AHS recognition 
wall, the beautifully framed certificate, 
and for the generous gift card to Zzest. 
Mike and I made quick use of the gift 
card to celebrate our anniversary with 
some good wine and a fabulous dinner!  

The best reward for the past few years 
of getting this organization off the 
ground has been the wonderful 
friendships formed and the lively 
conversation and laughter that 
permeates every SOGHS gathering - 
it's music to my ears and reminds me 
how grateful I am for everyone who 
has shared their time, hostas, gardens, 
ideas and enthusiasm to help make 
SOGHS the strong group it is today.  
The journey since 09/08/2005 has 
been tremendously fun and one I hope 
we continue together for many years to 
come. 

In the Spirit of the Friendship 
Plant,   

 Cindy 
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_____New Member 

  Or 

_____Renewal Membership – If no change, just FILL IN YOUR NAME & WRITE “same”! 

  Single Membership    Dual Membership 

Name:______________________________________      Name:_____________________________________ 

Address:____________________________________     

City,ST,Zip:__________________________________ 

Phone #:____________________________________     Cell # (optional):_____________________________ 

e-mail:______________________________________     e-mail:____________________________________ 

 

Membership Dues – check one (payable by calendar year (Jan. thru Dec.) not prorated. Two types of membership available: “Single” or “Dual” 
(Couple/family) 

Membership Type Dues (check one) Amount 
 ___Single Membership ___1 Yr = $10 ___2 Yr = $20 

 

  $ 
___Dual Membership ___1 Yr = $15 ___2 Yr = $30 

 

  $ 
___Name Badge* ___ x $6.00 each +$ 
   
Total Payment: make check payable to SOGHS =$ 
 

*Name on Name Badge:________________________________________________________ 

(If you would like to order a name badge, or order a replacement, indicate how you would like name/s engraved and include the fee in your 
membership dues.) Cost is $ 6.00 each. 

Committees: Please indicate any committee(s) in which you would like to participate. Please check any you would like to participate in: 

___ Card  ___ Education ___ Garden Fair 
___ Historian / Scrap Booking ___ Hope Lodge ___ Membership & Promotions 
___ SMART Garden ___ Snowflake Gala ___ State Fair 
___ Tours ___ Workshops ___ Newsletter 
___ Annual Plant Sale Worker ___ Hosta Dig  
 

Membership Profile: (Hosta related only) Experience Level: 

___ American Hosta Society ___ Beginner 

___ Midwest Regional Hosta Society ___ Intermediate 

___ Minnesota Hosta Society ___ Advanced 

 

What do you expect to gain from your membership?  ____________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Submit form & payment to:  Shades of Green Hosta Society (SOGHS) 

     Mona Keehn 

     1635 Chippewa Dr NW   Date Paid___________ 
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The Paul Aden Registrations:  Giving Credit Where Credit Is Due 

 American Hosta Society Nomenclature Committee 

In April 2012, The American Hosta Society president appointed the AHS Cultivar Origination Commission with this mission: 

 •  Investigate origins of Paul Aden’s registrations  •  Report findings to the International Registrar for the Genus Hosta for modifying the 
Hosta Registry. 

Members of the commission were Tom Micheletti (Chair), Warren I. Pollock, W. George 
Schmid and Mark R. Zilis. Tom was AHS Immediate Past President and a member of the 
AHS Executive Council. Mark is author of the 1125-page instant classic The Hostapedia 
and the just-published 428-page Mark Zilis’ Field Guide to Hostas. George and Warren co-
chair the AHS Nomenclature Committee and are members of the AHS Board of 
Directors. George wrote the classic reference The Genus Hosta – Giboshi Zoku.     

The Commission’s first report was published in the 2012 issue of AHS’s Online Hosta 
Journal, pages 5–6. The second and final report was in the 2013 issue, pages 4–5.  The 
Commission found that many hostas assumed to be creations of Paul Aden, who died in 
2010, were originated by Kevin C. Vaughn, now residing in Salem, Oregon, and the late 
Florence M. Shaw, who lived in Weston, Massachusetts, and died in 1975. Both were 
prolific hosta hybridizers. Widely know are Kevin’s H. ‘Bette Davis Eyes’ (registered in 1987) and H. ‘Tijuana Brass’ (1988), 
and Mrs. Shaw’s H. ‘Birchwood Elegance’ (1986) and H. ‘Birchwood Parky’s Gold’ (1986).    

The Commission has determined alternate originators for fewer than 50 hostas of the more than 200 that Aden registered or 
were registered for him. For details, please refer to the reports, which also were published by the Hosta Registrar, Kevin P. 
Walek, in the blue-cover Registrations 2012 and Registrations 2013 editions of The Hosta Journal.  

We will only mention here a few of the altered cultivars that hosta fanciers likely have in their gardens. First and foremost is 
the popular H. ‘Sum and Substance’. You’ll now be noting that “(F. Shaw - 1980)” is cited after this cultivar name; the original 
registration date remains. Also, (F. Shaw - 1986) now marks H. ‘Blue Angel’. Others are H. ‘Blue Cadet’ (F. Shaw - 1974), H. 
‘Big Daddy’ (F. Shaw - 1976), H. ‘Big Mama’ (F. Shaw - 1976), H. ‘Love Pat’ (F. Shaw - 1978) and H. ‘Zounds’ (F. Shaw - 
1978).  

Kevin Vaughn now is credited as originator of H. ‘Fragrant Bouquet’, registered in 1982. We also recognize H. ‘Fragrant Blue’ 
(K. Vaughn - 1988), H. ‘Fringe Benefit’ (K. Vaughn - 2010), H. ‘So Sweet’ (K. Vaughn - 1986) and H. ‘Sweetie’ (K. Vaughn - 
1988). 

At this writing the registrar has not yet altered the registrations in the online AHS Hosta Registry. This is a huge task requiring 
considerable time of a computer programmer. Since many parentages stated by Aden are incorrect, changes will be 
considerable. We understand that the registrar plans to start the project this summer (2014).   Publications of The American 
Hosta Society now reflect these changes, for example, in the Photo Indexes at the end of recent issues of The Hosta Journal. 
Also, some nurseries have modified their catalogs and lists, citing K. Vaughn or F. Shaw instead of P. Aden. But, frankly, the 
conversion process in the industry has been slow. Simply put, folks just are hesitant to make changes to things they’ve been 
accustomed to for years and years. However, we hope that home gardeners will take the lead in modifying relevant plant labels 
and records.   – Article submitted by Cindy Tomashek 

If you have questions, please contact Warren at giboshiwip@aol.com or George at 
hostahillwgs@comcast.net. 
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By Mona Keehn 

The third week of July, I noticed 
that a few of my hosta leaves had 
collapsed and were turning brown. 
With my garden on the Master 
Gardener Tour only a few days 
away, I thought I might be able to 
find out just what was going on 
with those leaves. During the tour, I 
pulled one of the damaged leaves 
off and found that something had 
eaten away much of the petiole. No 
one seemed to know what the 
culprit could be. A few days later, I 
was walking by H. Liberty and 
pulled off one of the brown leaves 
to show my husband, Rick. I was 
surprised to see THREE slugs 
happily sleeping in the petiole. I 
had no idea that slugs could cause 
such damage.  

Then I recalled one of the tips 
offered at one of our local hosta 
society’s meetings:  Spray diluted 
ammonia (one part ammonia to 10 
parts water) to kill slugs. “Yes!” 
The next morning I mixed up a 
gallon in my pumper sprayer and 
headed out to the garden at 6 am. I 
couldn’t believe how many slugs 
were happily munching away on 
my plants. It was very satisfying 
watching them shrivel up and fall to 
the ground as I sprayed them. This 
became my ritual every morning for 
two weeks. Of course getting to the 
entire garden every day wasn’t 

2

possible so I alternated and hit 
different areas each morning. I 
wondered how many slugs I was 
actually killing, so one morning I 
counted: 258.  Hmm, that’s a lot of 
slugs. But just how many were 
there? Was I making a difference? I 
decided to do a little research, so I 
Googled “slugs” and began 
reading.  

Slugs live two years, lay eggs 
several times a season, they are 
hermaphrodites (they have both 
male and female sex organs, so any 
slug can mate with any other), they 
can stretch to 20 times their normal 
length and squeeze into very tiny 
openings. Slugs have 27,000 teeth, 
more than a shark, and like sharks 
they routinely lose and replace their 
teeth.  They eat in cycles so only 
5% are out at one time. “OH NO! 
What?” This was looking hopeless. 
But then I wondered:  They live for 
two years, but can they survive our 
winters? The opinion is that they 
cannot, but their eggs can. So, my 
curious brain started thinking, if 
only 5% are feeding at a time, 
where are the other 95%? I was 
going to find out. In the middle of 
the day, when they were resting, I 
went to H. Frosted Jade and with 
my head in the plant, started hand- 
picking slugs. Tweezers proved very 
helpful. Slug slime absorbs water 
and that is why it is nearly 
impossible to wash it off of your 

3

hands. At first I didn’t see many, 
but as I started picking them off the 
petioles, I started seeing more and 
more. Some were at the very base 
of the petioles and some were even 
wedged into the holes they had 
eaten in the petioles. I counted 59! 
On to H. Montana Aeromarginata. 
I came up with 75. “OK”, I 
thought, “tomorrow I will see if 
there are any feeding on these 

plants”. At 6 am, I rushed out to 
check. OMG. There they were 
munching away. “This is insane,” I 
thought. “Maybe if I pour the 
ammonia solution into the center of 
the plant it will kill all the sleeping 
slugs.”  I tried this for a while, but it 
wasn’t nearly as gratifying as seeing 
them die before my eyes, and I 
really had no way of knowing if this 
was working. 

(Continued on Page 6) 

 
Her Obsession  

With Slugs 
Turns to WAR 
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(Continued from page 5) 

The days were starting to get 
shorter by now and the time of day 
I could get out in the garden started 
to get later. One day as I was 
spraying, my pumper ran dry. As I 
was walking by a block wall on the 
north side of the house, I noticed 
that there were slugs clinging to it. I 
decided to hand pick those slugs 
and feed them to the fish since I 
was so close to the pond. Now that 
is a sight - watching the fish devour 
the enemy. I have always believed 
in recycling. What better way? So, I 
hand picked along the wall, fed the 
fish, went back and there were 
more slugs on the wall. I’m sure I 
didn’t miss them. Where were they 
coming from? I started counting. I 
noticed they were in the grass 
coming to the wall. For what? Were  

5

they going to hide in the cracks for 
the day? Not if I could help it. I 
kept picking and feeding. I got 358 
throughout the day. That morning I 
sprayed 2 gallons of spray and 
counted 558 for a grand total of 916 
in one day! My obsession was 
getting bad. 

Good Question 

So, you ask, if they don’t live 
through the winter, why keep on? 
Well, they lay eggs several times a 
season! One square yard of garden 
on average can have 200 slugs. One 
slug has the potential of producing 
90,000 grandchildren. Those are 
some devastating statistics. I have 
declared SLUG WARS. Why do I 
count? Don’t we always count the 
casualties of war?  

6

Mona’s Slug Wars:  Counting the Dead 

1

Yet another gardening year is 
coming to an end. Or maybe by 
the time this letter reaches you, 
it has ended. This time of year is 
always bittersweet for me. I hate 
to see the garden starting its 
decline to winter, but on the 
other hand it gives me time to 
do the fall things I enjoy: 
bonfires, making applesauce and 
squash, and watching the leaves 
turn colors. 

It is time to submit membership 

2

dues for 2015. We have a new 
membership registration form 
that we are hoping we can have 
everyone fill out. If all of your 
contact information has stayed 
the same, you can skip filling 
that part out and just write 
“same” in that area, but we have 
added a place for you to sign up 
for committees to serve on. We 
are hoping to let everyone know 
how they can help be part of the 
planning and execution of some 
of the functions we have as a 
group. It can be a way of getting 

3

to know fellow members with 
another dimension to the FUN. 
We also have added just a few 
questions to help us serve the 
membership better. If you have 
suggestions for educational 
subjects for the meetings, we 
would love to hear about them. 
Feel free to write in any 
concerns or suggestions. I would 
like to welcome our newest 
members: Deb Strebbing, Rita 
Buegler, and Kathy Rustad.  

Membership Form on Page 2 

Mona Keehn Reminds us to Renew SOGHS Membership 

 

 

2015 Workshop Survey 

The  online and live meeting survey results were combined and the results were very mixed. Here is a summary of the top choices. Concrete 
seems to be high on the interest meter for members.  Cement spheres will be fairly easy to orchestrate and inexpensive for 
attendees.  Concrete sculptures will take a bit more coordinating, cost, and carpooling trips.  I will keep you informed to see if this workshop 
is feasible. Hosta stir fry had mixed interest and had the same vote as hosta in a bag. Both will be resubmitted for interest to see which can 
pass the approval of our members.  Disease and slug prevention and treatment was suggested at the meeting but wasn’t an offering online.  It 
is a contender.  These top 5 as well as all suggestions will be slid into a survey again with date suggestions to help determine what next year 
will bring to us.   Please go to this website to help us determine the four topics and the best times for workshops.  

http://tinyurl.com/soghs-survey14 
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Look what Nancy 
Peterson created at the 

water feature workshop.  
Nancy (left) poses with 
Susy Olsen (center) and 
Nancy’s friend Dana.  
Susy taught this fun 

workshop at her home. 

Workshop Wonders 
 
Mary Brickzin-Gale (above) and 
her creation from Susy Olsen’s  
October 4 water feature 
workshop. 
“Jackie Johnson left with a 
bowling ball that had a hole 
drilled in it that will sit on a base 
in a bird bath... quite impressive 
to see a bowling ball with a hole 
drilled completely through it, I 
must say!”– Susy Olsen 

 

By Susy Olsen, workshop coordinator 

“Hosta Tracker” was a well-attended workshop that focused on what a hosta collector or 
gardeners in general might want to keep track of and how to do it.  There were a number of 
different systems shared. The first was to use an Excel/spreadsheet computer program, the 
second used a template created in a document-type program and then printed to be filled in by 
hand, and the third used a notebook or three-ring binder system. Videos are posted on the 
“workshops” link under the “members only” section of the SOGHS website. 

“Give Me the Dirt” was held at the ever-so-wonderful spring open house at Cindy 
Tomashek’s home.  Two sessions allowed attendees to see how experts in the gardening 
community make their own potting mix.  The handout with a list of resources from the 
presentation is posted on the workshops link under the “members only” section of the SOGHS 
website. 

 “Mystery of the Unlabeled Hosta” was presented at the October general meeting but initially 
was a workshop on a lovely morning at the home of Paula Zollman.  Participants listened to a 
PowerPoint  presentation and were given handouts that defined the variations of 
characteristics. Kurt Johnson and Cindy Tomashek assisted by identifying important 
characteristics of hostas. Attendees then were sent into the gardens to look for tagged 
unknown hostas to practice recording data.  A brochure, created by Jean Meyer, is posted on 
the members- only workshop website page of SOGHS. Other materials from the workshop 
and presentation are also online. 

“Seed Collection & Planting,” presented by Dave Cocker, offered attendees a chance to 
listen to and ask questions of a respected club member who has spent his entire life around 
plant hybridizers.  Dave shared the casual to the professional approaches of hybridizing, and 
he stimulated many great questions from all who attended.  Dave and his wife Denice brought 
seeds to share, and everyone left motivated and full, not only from the knowledge shared but 
also from all the good treats that the participants brought.   SOGHS members+treats= 
delicious! 

The “Water Features,” workshop was the last workshop of the season. This outdoor 
workshop, even with a fire going, was too late in the season for me.  I could have dressed 
warmer and worn gloves, but that would have been too easy! Three members attended with 
supplies in-hand, ready to create.  

Before we started creating, we talked about their ideas in order to troubleshoot potential 
concerns.  Jackie Johnson brought a bowling ball that had been drilled through to serve as the 
top of her water features. It will sit in a bird bath.  The bird bath was still at home, so we 
didn’t get to see the end product.  Hopefully a photo will be available for a future newsletter. 
Jackie’s fountain supplies: bird bath that has been tiled and grouted, bowling ball with finger 
holes filled and a hole drill through, supporting base to house the pump, pump, tiles pieces. 

Nancy Johnson, pictured left with her friend Dana, who came to give her moral support, knew 
exactly what to bring after a few emails and conversations with me. This base is an easy to 
work with option for a fountain; the tray needed a main hole drilled for the hose and copper 
extension and a few drain holes.  Nancy was so excited with the lovely finished product.  Her 
fountain supplies: large tray, composite planter, frog yard art, rock, candle/flower holder, 
pump. 

Mary Brickzen-Gale’s finished product could have taken on many different looks.  She 
brought a number of great supplies that conjured a number of lovely design possibilities in my 
head.  She ended up with a casual, fun accent fountain that will surely find a fun little corner 
in her garden.  Since this was the only completely finished fountain of the morning, we 
enjoyed the lovely sound effect of this fountain.  Her fountain supplies: zinc wine cooler base, 
zinc “beer pail,” zinc flower-gathering vase, Ford hubcap and pump. 
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Broccoli/Grape Salad  - Deanna Nash 

4 cups cut up fresh broccoli 
2 cups each seedless red and green grapes 
2 cups scallions cut in 1/4" pieces using green tops too 
2 cups finely cut up celery 
1# bacon (I cut it crosswise while it is cold or frozen, fry, drain through slotted spoon and dry on paper towels.) 
4-8 oz. slivered almond 
Dressing:  Moisten 1/2 cup sugar with 1 1/2 T. balsamic vinegar and stir until mixed well and add 1 cup 
 Hellman’s mayo. Stir well. 
Add dressing, bacon and almonds just before serving. 
 

Artichoke Parmesan Dip - Doris Amundsen 

2 cans (14-ounce each) artichoke hearts, drained and chopped 
2 cups shredded mozzarella cheese 
1 1/2 cups mayonnaise 
1  1/2 cups Parmesan cheese 
1/2 cup finely chopped onion 
I tsp fresh or dried oregano leaves 
1/4 tsp garlic powder 
Pita chips or veggies to dip 
1. Combine artichokes, cheeses, mayonnaise, onion, oregano, and garlic powder in a 1  1/2 quart slow cooker and mix well. 
2. Cover and cook on low for 2 hours. 
3.  Serve with pita chips or veggies. 
 

Coconut Cake  - Karen Noltee 

10 1/2   oz. White cake mix -- baked as directed on package 
2 cups coconut -- shredded 
14 oz. coconut milk -- canned 
1/2  cup sugar 
1/2 tsp. vanilla 
8  oz. Cool Whip® 
 Prepare cake mix as directed on box.  Bake in a 9 x 13 pan.  Cool for 15 minutes then poke holes over the entire top with a wooden spoon handle. Combine 
coconut milk, sugar, 1/2 cup coconut & vanilla in saucepan.  Bring to a boil, reduce heat and simmer for 1 minute.  Spoon over top of cake letting the liquid 
soak through the holes.  Cool completely.  Fold 1/2 to 3/4 cup coconut into Cool Whip and spread over cake, sprinkling additional coconut on top!  Store in 
the refrigerator.  Serving Idea : Serve with raspberry sherbet! 

Sour Cream Raisin Bars  Vickie LeCocq 

This recipe is from the 1988 edition of “The Beta Sigma Phi” Cookbook          Mary Ann Stammer, Lanbda Eta, Manning Iowa 

¾ cup oats 
¾ cup all-Purpose flour 
½ teaspoon soda 
½ cup packed light brown sugar 
½ cup butter 
4 egg yolks 
1 ½ cups sugar 
2 tablespoons cornstarch 
2 cups cornstarch 
2 cups sour cream 
4 egg Whites 
½ teaspoon cream of tarter 
½ teaspoon vanilla extract 
6 tablespoons sugar 

 Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Combine first 4 ingredients in bowl. Cut in butter until crumbly.  Pat into bottom of 9 X 13- baking pan.  Bake for 15 minutes. 
Mix egg yolks, 1 ½ cups sugar and cornstarch in double boiler.  Add raisins and sour cream. Cook over low heat until thick, stirring constantly.  Pour over 
baked layer.  Beat egg whites with vanilla and cream of tarter in bowl until soft peaks form.  Add 6 Tablespoons sugar gradually, beating until stiff peaks 
form.  Spread over hot filling, Bake for 15 – 20 minutes, Yields 15 servings. 

 

These as well as other recipes from the Founders’ Day Picnic are available on the SOGHS website. 

SOGHS Members Share Their Recipes from the Founder’s Day Picnic 

To access more SOGHS 
recipes, go to SOGHS.org 
and log into the members -

only section. 

Additional recipes from 
SOGHS gatherings can be 
submitted for posting by 

emailing to Susy Olsen at 
ga2hafun@gmail.com 
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Deanna Nash, new VP of tours  

By Jan Gerke 
 
Our carpools closed out the 2014 tour year with a bang! 
We had a very good turnout for the Sunday, July 20th, 
carpool to Larry and Marian Fischer's in Waseca and it 
grew to 30-40 people by the time we got to Kak and Roger 
Koopmans' in Faribault.  Marian and Larry were even able 
to join us for the stop at Koopmans'. Marian and Larry plus 
Kak and Roger were wonderful tour hosts!  Our last stop at 
Knecht's gave a little shopping time for those who needed a 
shopping fix. 
 
Ten people carpooled to Wouterina De Raad's sculpture 
garden in Beldenville, WI, on August 1st and were treated to 
an incredible collection of garden art nestled in her beautiful 
country gardens.  She is an amazingly creative powerhouse!  
In addition to a garden tour, we were given a mini course 
on her sculpture techniques.  Several people left with plans 
to sign up for a workshop in the future (website 
www.concretemosaicsculpture.com).  
 
 Seven of us headed to Baldwin for a stop at Rock 
Landscape & Gardens.  The day got away from Rick with 
his business, so we were greeted by Rick's dog, and his cat 
gave the garden tour!   While Rick would have happily sold 
us plants had he been there (sigh... another time), we 
enjoyed seeing his huge hostas, lilies, and many other 
plants.  Then six of us (three cars) headed to Hayward for 
our overnight stop.  We had a message waiting at the hotel 
desk upon check-in.  North Star Garden Center, located 
nearby, was beginning its end of summer sale that weekend 
with 40 percent off all perennials, so by unanimous decision 
at dinner, they became our first stop on August 2nd.   What a 
great nursery!  Even the non-sale prices were good and a 
couple of Swiss stone pines were loaded into our cars.  Our 
Winter Greenhouse shopping did not disappoint us as they 
had a large selection of unique perennials.  After the cars 
were loaded (space was getting pretty tight), we wandered 
the beautiful display gardens, all in full color.  Following 
lunch at The Wannigan, we headed south for a quick cheese 
curd stop in Ellsworth, before reaching Reuver's Nursery in 
Hager City.  Here we had to get a little creative in car 
loading with some plants stored in other cars and Deanna 
carrying a box on her lap!  I think everyone who made the 
trip agrees it was a success! 
 
I want to take this opportunity to introduce your new VP of 
Tours, Deanna Nash!  Deanna joined  SOGHS in 2011.  
One of her new garden interests is conifers, so her collection 
is expanding.  If you missed her gardens (hostas, clematis, 
roses, other perennials plus conifers) on the July member 
tour, I bet there will be another opportunity to see it 
sometime again in the future.  I will serve as co-chair of the 
tour committee to help Deanna come on board.  
 

 

Tours Create 2014 Memories and 2015 Excitement 

Speaking of which, the tour committee has met a few times 
to start thinking about 2015 and beyond.  We have set dates 
for the tours, with our bus tour moving out a week to June 
13th as a result of the change in the date of the plant sale to 
June 6.  Not to steal Deanna's thunder, I will just say watch 
this space for more information on the tour plans for next 
year.  And don't miss the February meeting if you can help 
it, because the sign up sheets will be available then!  
  
Please contact Deanna (home 507-289-0645, cell 507-923-
8558) or me if you have any suggestions on future tours 
(places to go, changes to make).  If you would consider 
being on one of our member garden tours for 2015 or 
beyond, please let us know!  Or if you would like to help 
with some aspect of tour planning, we would be happy for 
you to join the tour committee. Thank you everyone, for 
your support and ideas for the tours I’ve planned these last 
four years and for all the nice notes telling me how much 
you appreciated them.  I have gotten to know many of you 
so much better, plus I was introduced to many great nursery 
and garden owners.  It's been quite a ride!    
I look forward to more fun tour opportunities in 2015! 
 
Jan Gerke, (507)259-7096, janice.gerke@gmail.com 
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While not normally up for election in an even year, the position of Plant Sale Director is open as Denny 
Bowe is stepping down from his role of Plant Sale Director.  This position has not been filled yet, so please 
consider taking on this very critical role for the organization. Please see my article on plant sale changes, 
below, for more information on how crucial this board position is to the society.  I would like to thank 
exiting board members Jan Gerke, Mona Keehn, Denny Bowe, and Tricia Torrens-Burton for their 
service.  I am sad to see these hard-working, dedicated board members leave their positions, while at the 
same time I am very excited to work with our new board members! 

Those attending the October meeting learned that we changed the membership form to include SOGHS 
committees and offer people the opportunity to sign up for a committee.  The board of directors knows 
how important it is for people within the organization to be involved, so our hope is to make general 
knowledge of the different committees available and encourage more people to get involved in the society.  
The new membership form is on page 2 of the newsletter in the event you have not had the opportunity to 
renew your membership.  

The Snowflake Gala this past January was a wonderful evening.  This was a new event for SOGHS in 
2014, and due to its outstanding success, it will be continued in 2015. Please hold the date of January 22nd 
to enjoy camaraderie from your fellow hostaholics while enjoying a delicious meal and being entered to 
win some awesome door prizes.  

I wish everyone a fantastic fall and hope you have an enjoyable holiday season!! – Kim Greene 

Kim Greene’s President’s Letter – Continued from Page 1 

Changes Are Coming for SOGHS Plant Sale 
From a financial perspective, the annual plant sale is the lifeblood of SOGHS.  It is our main fundraiser and allows us to 
provide scholarships to horticulture students at our local college, RCTC.  The money raised from our annual plant sale has also 
funded critical projects including HVX and nematode research.  In addition, funds from the plant sale cover our insurance, pay 
for guest speakers and education opportunities, sponsor awards at the Olmsted County Fair, and support community service 
projects, tours and educational trips.  

The spring weather of 2013 and 2014 was very inhospitable and our plant sale suffered as it was so cold that no one had plants 
to donate to the sale.  The result was SOGHS purchased plants to have something to sell at the plant sale.  Needless to say this 
cut into our profits significantly. 

The board of directors met in late September and discussed this situation.  We decided it would be in the best interest of the 
organization if we pushed the plant sale out a few weeks.  I contacted the fair grounds and luckily there were still several 
openings for the month of June.  The board of directors voted to change the plant sale date to Saturday, June 6, with setup 
being the afternoon/evening prior.  We think this change is critical to ensure we maintain the strong financial record SOGHS 
has been so fortunate to have. 

Another situation we discussed is the fact that Denny Bowe has asked to step down from the board position of plant sale 
director due to personal commitments.  This means we currently have no plant sale director for 2015, the last year of Denny’s 
second term.  This is a great opportunity to try out the position and see if it is right for you as it is only a one-year commitment. 
Every year the outpouring of volunteers to assist with the annual plant sale is amazing.  All we need is for someone to step 
forward to lead things.  Denny has offered to work directly with the new Plant Sale Director and help out as much as he can. 
The building has been reserved and people have already signed up to help with the sale and hosta digs.  

I sincerely ask that someone step forward to take on this extremely vital role in our organization. 

Kim Greene, President 
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By Kim Greene, President 

As I mentioned in my president’s letter, we have changed the membership form to allow people to select SOGHS committees to 
be involved with when renewing a membership or signing up for the first time.  Committees are a great way to get to know other 
members and are critical to keeping an organization vibrant and healthy.   

Committees are a vehicle for getting to know other members and also allow you to have direct say and involvement in activities 
you feel are important.  The table below reflects the current information I have on each of the committees including chair and co-
chairs and members.  You will notice there are some openings, so please feel free to step forward and get involved with SOGHS.  
You will be glad you did!   

Let me or one of the committee chairs know if you would like to sign up for a committee or if you have volunteered and do not 
see your name listed.   

Committee Chair / Co-Chair Members 
Annual Plant 

Sale 
Open Mary Allen, Denny & Sherrie Bowe, Linda Brech, Pat 

Ferguson, Jan Gerke, Kurt Johnson, Mona Keehn, Peg 
Marchesani, Lloyd Meyer, Joanie Harris-Meyer, Connie 
Neuman, Karen Noltee, Betty & Norm Olson, Joyce Rapp, Deb 
Strebbing, Barb Vroman, Valinda Wondrasch 

Card 
Committee 

Linda Brech Deanna Nash 

Education Kris Hust Jan Gerke, Peg Marchesani, Christine Parisi 
Garden Fair Sherrie Bowe Jan Gerke, Joanie Hearris-Meyer, Betty Olson, Pam & Larry 

Schmidt, Valida Wondrasch 
Historian / 

Scrap Booking 
Open Open 

Hope Lodge Sherrie & Denny 
Bowe 

Sue & Dave Martino, Sharon Nagel, Deb Strebbing, Deb 
Thomford, Valinda Wondrasch 

Hosta Dig for 
Plant Sale 

Open Linda Brech, Mona Keehn, Christine Parisi, Deb Strebbing 

Membership & 
Promotions 

Genella Mussell / 
Mona Keehn 

Alma Adrover 

Newsletter Mary Lanier Christine Parisi  
SMART 

Garden 
Cindy Tomashek Mona Keehn, Sue & Dave Martino, Christine Parisi, Carrie 

Schroeder 
Snowflake 
Gala 

Gerry & Jean 
Meyer / Dave & 
Denice Cocker 

Denny & Sherrie Bowe, Linda Brech, Mona Keehn, Joanie 
Harris-Meyer, Karen Noltee, Christine Parisi, Pam Schmidt, Deb 
Strebbing, Barb Vroman 

State Fair Jean & Gerry 
Meyer 

Gene & Jan Erickson, Jan Gerke & Gordy Haubenschild, 
Christine Parisi, Jeanne & Horst Truestedt 

Tours Deanna Nash / 
Jan Gerke 

Christine Parisi, Valinda Wondrasch 

Workshops Susy Olsen Denny & Sherrie Bowe, Dave Cocker, Christine Parisi, Joyce 
Rapp, Pam Schmidt, Julie Senska, Paula Zollman 

 

I would like to thank everyone who has volunteered to be on a committee.  I find it amazing how many committees some people 
are involved in.  THANK YOU!! 

Sign Up for SOGHS Committees for 2015 
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Calendar of Events 

 
 
 
Mary Lanier 
1101 20th St. NW 
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December 2 - Executive board meeting  

December 15 – Deadline for January/February 
Newsletter 

January 22, 2014 – Snowflake Gala 

 


